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New Parent Guide to Godwin Chorus & Choral Boosters

www.godwinchoralboosters.org
If you and your student are new to the Godwin Chorus Program – Welcome!

This guide is full of facts and tips to acclimate you to the Choral Program and the Boosters organization. Please feel free to contact any Choral Booster member to ask questions, get clarification, or make suggestions. And be sure to check the Choral Booster website for up to date information on all things chorus related. We want you to become an active and involved parent. Here is some basic information to get you started.

We look forward to meeting you and sharing a great school year together!

Bob & Kim Riley, Co-Presidents, Godwin Choral Boosters

CHORUS TEACHER

Ms. Sherri A. Matthews has been the Choral Director at Godwin High School since 1989.  After graduating from VCU with a Bachelor in Music Education, she set to work building the program at Godwin.  In 17 years, it has grown from 23 students to over 250, with 9 ensembles that perform over 50 times a year.  Choirs have performed for gubernatorial events, represented Virginia in International Music Festivals, and performed at the VMEA State Convention, the ACDA DC Voices United Convention, the National School Board Association, and many other events around Richmond.  The choral groups have received commendations from Governors Allen and Gilmore, and performed for Governor Warner and the Virginia State Supreme Court.  Ms. Matthews completed her Masters in Music Education at VCU in 2001.

Ms. Matthews' achievements in and out of the classroom include: commendations from the Governors School for the Performing Arts; commendations from the Mayors of Innsbruck, Salzburg, and Vienna; Godwin High School PTSA Educator of the Year Award; Virginia Senate Commendation for Excellence in Teaching, West End Jaycees Young Teacher of the Year Award; listing in 6 editions of “Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers;”  and recognition as Henrico County Music Teacher of the Year for 2006.  Ms. Matthews musically directs the Short Pump Players Musicals each school year. This summer, Ms. Matthews musically directed the first Richmond All-Star High School Musical (Grease) and played keyboard for the musical Bee Hive, both sponsored by Barksdale Theatre.  Ms. Matthews is a member of MENC, ACDA, Pi Kappa Lambda Music Honor Society, and a founding member of the VCU Music Alumni Board. She currently serves the Virginia Choral Director’s Association as president-elect. 

New this year to the Godwin Chorus Program is Mr. R. Nat Tuck, Jr. Nat is the choral director at Freeman High School and teaches the Eagles Combination at Godwin High School.  He received a Bachelors degree in Music Education from VCU in 1998 and was the choral director at Manchester Middle School from 1999 until 2006.  For the past four years, he has served as music director and pit pianist for the musicals at Freeman HS.  In addition to working in the public school system, Mr. Tuck has served as Organist and Choir Director at Welborne United Methodist Church, and as Organist and Director of Handbells at Shady Grove United Methodist Church.  

Also new this year is Arthur Purslow, joining us as choreographer for the two show choirs. Arthur is a native of Boston, where he began dancing at the age of twelve.  He has been professionally involved in dance for over 20 years, and has been a member of Regency Dance Academy’s faculty for fourteen years.  Arthur’s experience encompasses Jazz, Lyrical, Tap, Ballet, Ballroom Dance and Musical Comedy.  At the age of 18, he performed in the musical “A Chorus Line,” in Boston, and has performed in countless productions and shows including Busch-Gardens, King Island Productions, and the Main Stage Show at Kings Dominion.  Arthur has contributed his talents to the Regency Dance Academy Showtroupes, winning several first place and choreography awards.  

CHORUS GROUPS

There are 6 chorus classes each school day: Eagles Combination (mixed audition-free chorus), Musical Illusions (women’s select chorus), A Capella (women’s chamber choir), Modern Appeal (women’s show choir) Debut (mixed show choir), and Madrigals, or “Mads” (mixed chamber choir). Additionally there are two quartets, the Barbershop Quartet (“Most Wanted”) and the Beautyshop Quartet (“Perfect Fit”). The quartets meet after school.

CONCERTS
Godwin hosts 3 concerts each year: the Preview Concert (October 17), the Winter Concert (December 12), and the Spring Concert (May 22). Seating at each of these events is limited. Booster members who join at the Gold, Sustaining and Benefactor levels are entitled to reserved seats at the Winter and Spring Concerts.

SPRING TRIP

The Godwin Fine Arts Department offers a yearly enrichment experience, Spring Trip. Spring Trip may include adjudications, workshops, critiques by renowned choral directors, and supplemental educational opportunities such as attending a Broadway musical. Recent Spring Trips have included adjudications in Pigeon Forge, TN., adjudications and critiques aboard a Royal Caribbean cruise, and workshops with Disney in Orlando FL. Spring Trip this year will be to New York City, March 22-25.

OTHER EVENTS

Hallelujah Chorus – At the Winter Concert, Chorus Alumni return and sing the “Hallelujah Chorus” with all the choirs at Godwin.  Alumni return in droves to be a part of this event. 

Choral Banquet – Each spring, graduating seniors are recognized for their unique contributions to the choral program, “most promising” underclassmen are recognized, and student directors are announced. It is a time of fellowship, memories, recognition, and anticipation of the year ahead for all chorus members and their families.

Special Performances – Most of the choral groups will perform at other times during the school year including special school events, nursing homes visits, and church services. 

CHORAL BOOSTERS

The Boosters organization was formed in 1991 to give parents, friends, students, alumni and faculty a vehicle to provide additional support to the Godwin choral program.  Boosters contributes in many ways, including:
· supporting the Show Choirs by paying for their choreographer;

· purchasing additional music at the director's request, allowing our students to expand their experience and skills beyond that which is provided through the limited funding from the county;

· raising funds for “big ticket” purchases to support the choral program, such as the Kawaii baby grand piano and the CD recorder; 

· providing programs for the concerts;

· coordinating fundraisers that earn money to support the program and help our students pay for Spring Trip costs;

· supplementing the cost of  Spring Trip for our chaperones;

· hosting a Choir Banquet and awards evening at the end of each school year, to recognize graduating seniors and up-and-coming choral members;

· keeping parents informed through meetings, newsletters, emails, and the website.

FUNDRAISERS for Students

Boosters offers students an opportunity to earn income to use toward paying their Spring Trip costs and/or to help pay for their chorus outfits. Boosters typically coordinates 5 student fundraisers; to date 3 of these, to be held in the fall, have been defined and chaired. The remaining 2 student fundraisers will occur after Winter Break if there are parents willing to coordinate these events. Fundraisers include:

Entertainment Book sales in September
(September 8 – October 9)
Fruit and Cheesecake sales in October
(October 2 – November 3; tentative delivery date 12/1)

Pie sales in November  (Nov. 6-24)
To Be Determined in January & February

FUNDRAISERS for Choral Boosters

Boosters provides vehicles to generate income to support the various chorus efforts listed above. These include:

Presentation Flowers – Bouquets are available for purchase at each concert to present to your student.

Bake Sale – Donated baked goods are sold during the morning of November Parent Teacher Conferences (Nov. 8)

Barnes & Noble Bookfair – Boosters earns a % of sales; income offsets the costs of the Banquet (May 20).
Silent Auction – Solicited/donated items sold by written bids the night of the Winter Concert.

Singing Valentines –Valentines may be purchased for delivery via song during lunches in February.

Glory Days Receipts – Collect your Itemized receipts and turn them in to Choral Boosters.

Ukrops/Benevolink – Register your Ukrops UVC card and designate Godwin Choral Boosters as your charity.

BOOSTER MEETINGS
Booster meetings take place on the first Monday of each month at 7pm in the chorus room (September 11 meeting held at 6pm to accommodate the PTSA Back to School Night).  Come and meet other parents, ask questions and be informed.  It is the secret to success for you and your child, and a great vehicle for meeting other parents!  

GETTING INVOLVED 

Your contributions really do make a difference and your help is very much appreciated! There are many ways you can be involved and make a difference! Here are just a few ways you can help:

· Become a Booster Member

· Attend Monthly Choral Boosters Meetings

· Help your student with fundraising

· Solicit/Donate items for the Silent Auction

· Buy presentation flowers at the concerts

· Sell an ad for the program

· Turn in your itemized receipts from Glory Days 

· Purchase boxed meals from McAlister’s on concert nights

· Buy Entertainment Books, fruit, cheesecakes, pies

· Bake goodies for the Parent Teacher Conference Day Bake Sale

· Volunteer to help with one of the fundraising events

· Buy books at Barnes & Noble Book Fair (and other events TBD) to defray Choral Banquet costs

· Chaperone Spring Trip

· Attend the Choral Banquet

We hope that gives you enough information to get you started as an active Choral Parent and Booster Member. We look forward to seeing you at our monthly Choral Booster Meetings!

