September 6, 2011
Dear Parents of Choir Students, 
Well, in spite of earthquakes and hurricanes, we are finally ready to get started with the 2011-12 school year.  I am definitely ready to go, and I am really excited to start working with the students.  
Last year, the combined choirs and band performed at Lincoln Center in New York City.  It was truly a wonderful experience, and I am sure no one who was on that stage (or in the audience) will soon forget it.  Madrigals was once again named the best Chamber Choir, and received the highest overall score at the Hanover/Lee Davis Choir Competition.  Most Wanted, our barbershop quartet, received the coveted Superior rating at the Barbershop Harmony Adjudication, and was only the 5th quartet in history to do so.  (4 of the 5 quartets who have received the rating have been from Godwin!)  
This past summer, current and former students performed in our Fourth Annual Summer Concert.  As always, we had a tremendous crowd of about 350 people.  I was especially proud of the freshmen who got up to perform in front of their peers.  That takes guts, and they all did a fabulous job!
Below is a list of the major concerts in which everyone will be participating this year.

October 18:  7:30 p.m.  Fall Concert

November 11:  A.M. Assembly at school for Veteran’s Day

December 15:  7:30 p.m.  Winter Concert (check the calendar for the two afternoon 

rehearsals)
December 16:  P.M. Assembly at school for Winter

March 6:  7:30 p.m. Pre-festival Concert  (All choirs except Debut)

March 22 or 23:  TBA time during school, District Choral Assessment (all choirs except 

Debut)

March 29 – April 1 or April 19 - 22:  Spring trip to (Any student may attend)

May 17:  7 p.m.  Spring Concert

These are not all of the dates for all of the students; please check the online calendar for all dates which may apply to your child.  There are lots more opportunities for your children!  
 Our wonderful booster organization has planned fund-raisers to benefit every child’s spring trip.  In this packet of information, please find information regarding fundraisers which are planned.  I often hear about parents not knowing about these opportunities, but all of the information you could possibly need is located on the booster website, and it is also discussed at all booster meetings.  Please make sure that you note the change in the way fundraising is handled from years past.  The Choral Boosters is a wonderful parent organization, and I hope you will want to become a member of this extremely supportive group. 
I know that this all probably seems overwhelming as I talk about trips, money and fund-raising, but I promise you that it gets easier to understand as the year goes by.  Parents who are veterans can tell you that their first year was confusing too!  I invite you to attend the first Choral Booster Meeting on September 12, at 6 p.m. in the Choir Room.  This will be held prior to Back to School Night.  I will discuss activities and I can answer any questions you might have.  I do encourage you to join the boosters because they are a huge reason as to why the choir program is so successful.  They provide financial, physical, and emotional support to the students and the director!  Please find a booster application enclosed.  You may return it directly to Ed Krauss, or your child may return it to the booster mailbox in the choir room.  
The booster website has many helpful features.  I hope you will visit it and check out all the links, because there is lots of useful information on the site.  The address is http://www.godwinchoralboosters.org.  In an attempt to simplify the dispensing of information, the choir calendar can be found on the booster website.  In order to access the calendar, go to the booster website then click on the calendar link.  
In order to maintain a happy atmosphere in class, each student needs to bring in an assigned item by September 13.  These items are used by the students and for the benefit of the students.  Eagles Combination and Musical Illusions need to bring in one bag of Halls Defense with Vitamin C or Fruit Breezers.  Madrigals and Debut need to bring in one box of tissues (no lotion please!)  Acapella will need to bring in items which we will discuss in class.  
If you have any questions, you may contact me at 804-750-2600 or samatthe@henrico.k12.va.us.  I look forward to a fantastic year!!
Musically Yours, 

Sherri A. Matthews

Choral Director

Mills E. Godwin High School

